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PGIS RESEARCH CONGRESS 2014

Chief Guest Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman (FRS, NI, HI, SI, Tl, UNESCO Science Laureate President of Pakistan Academy of
Sciences, and Professor Emeritus anBatron of International Centre of Chemical and Biological SciencesJniversity of
Karachi, Pakistan) and Prof. H M D Namal Priyantha (Director, PGIS) addressing the inauguralsession of the®PGIS
Research Congress 20%held on 10" and 11" October 2014 at the PGIS Prof. Atta-ur-Rahmandelivered the Keynote
Address on 6The Wo n dhecewsre abaut 2lftdrticipaintsnsludingepostgeaduate students, academics i
researcherattending thecongress. Over Dipresentations/ere made during the Technical Sessicogeing the following five
themes: Earth and Environment Sciences; Information & Communication Technology, Mathematics and Statistics; Life ¢
Physical Sciences; Science Education.

4™ REGIONAL TRAINING COURSE SAARC TRAINING ,
ON 6DI SASTER REs PROGRAMME ON 0
LEADERSHI P& DISASTER NEEDS

ASSESSMENT®G

Participants of the4"Re gi onal Training Participants at a technical sessionf the Training
Resilience Leadé" o2t March 2014at d Programmeon 6 Post Disaster
the Earl 6s Regency Hot held from 13" to 17" Otober 2014at the PGIS.
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Present Status of the Postgraduate Institute of Science
A Message fronProf. H M D Namal Priyanthg Director, PGIS

The Postgraduate Institute of Science (PGIS) has t#entlesslyexpanding sincéts inception in 1996.

The PGIS at present, conducts about twenty M.Sc. programmes and a few postgraduate diploma
programmes, and administers M.Phil. and Ph.D. prograrthmagghten Boards of Study Biochenistry &
Molecular Biology, Chemical Sciences, Earth Sciences, Environmental Science, Mathematics, Physics, Plant
Sciences, Science Education, Statistics & Computer Science and Zoological Sciences, covering a wide
spectum of scientific disciplines. The total number of students registered at the PGIS is over 1600 at
present. Additionally, the PGIS conducts stierm programmes, some of which are taitwade, to fulfill

the needs of various sectors in the country. Tegchnd research activities of the PGIS are performed in

| i ne wi t h Toibe an internationally renofined centre of excellence in Asia for postgraduate
education and research in scielce

Amongthe many accomplishments of the PGIS in the year 2id1¢ noteworthy to state the following:
A Over 200 students were qualified to receive postgraduate degrees at the General Con’iiRion
the University of Peradeniya, held in May, 2014.
A Third international symposium on Water Quality and Harkizalth was held in June, 2014 with about
40 presentations based stateof-the-artresearch.
AThe first PGIS Research Congress was held in October, 2014 with more than 140 research presentations
made o five themes: Earth and Environmental Science§; BRlatistics and Mathematics; Life
Sciences; Physical Sciences; Science Education
AThe Young Researcher sd F augurahissoefofittnhual mBggZin€ | aunc h
consisting of more than 20 scientific articles.
« About 30 shorterm programmewere conducted in various discipliné&ome courses of high demand
are:
Basicand advanced short courses in GIS and Applications
National workshop on Scientific Writing
National workshop on Data Handling, Interpretation and Management

It is believed that the quality of a postgraduate student depends on his/hechiesg@evements in addition

to theoretical knowledge. dbsequently, it isrelevantto conduct research to meet the national and
international demand which in turn would improve the leygbility of students upon completion of their
respective postgraduate degrees. In this context, the PGIS has taken many steps to strengthen its researct
capability. Initiation of research laboratories in the areas of Computer Science, GIS & Remote endsin

Rock & Soil Mechanics, angetting up ofan Instrumentation laboratory; Conduct of research conferences;
Introduction of an incentive scheme for research publications in reputed journals; Information desk for local
patents, etc. Further, manyw M.&. and shorterm programnes are beingormulated to expand the

services of the PGIS.

Continuous growth of the PGIS through expansion of teaching and research prognaithmesdoubt
further enhance the reputation of the institute nationally and internationally.
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"Killer" Landslides of Sri Lankan Central Highlands

Landslides like earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions are geological phenomena. The term
"landslide’ refers to a significant geological hazard involvdmyvnward and outward movement of
slope forming soil and rodkaterials. The moving mass miag produced by fahg, sliding or flowing

or by a combination of these under gravitational infloenLandslides take place on unstable slopes
formed by fracturedand weathered rocks in conjunction with other geological hazards such as
earthquakes, volcanic eruptionsadnydrologic hazard like floods. They are phenomevisich may be
associated with high rainfall, glacial activity, earthquakes, volcanism or even vibrations from tunneling,
explosions or movement of heavy vehicles. Some landslides can be slow, subtkmensd
undetectable on a shdgdrm basis. In Sri Ld@, landslides trigger generally due to intense rainfall.
During periods of daily rainfall of 206hm or more within a few hours, landslides (or mass movements)
occur commonly in certain geologically weak hill slopes of the Central Highlands of Sri Lanka.
Landslides consist of slogerming materials such as natural rock, soils, artificial fills, or combination

of these materials. Principal landslide types that occur in Sri Lanka are rock falls, rock slides/slumps,
subsidence and earth flows or their combores. In the Sri Lankan highlands, during periods of
excessive precipitation, landslides trigger downward and outward movement of soil and rock debris
from a high elevation to a low elevation under the action of gravity along a hill slope gradienit

can generally vary from 5 to 60 degrees. Such landslides are earth flows and they could attain speeds of
more than 10&km per hourand extend to several kilometerausing severe destruction to life and
property along its path. In geological jargon, thase "killer" landslideswhich are reported from time

to time with dozens of human casualties.

During the last four decades, subsequent to heavy rainfall, landslides have occurred with increasing
frequency in the hilly districts of Matale, Kandy, BaduNywara Eliya, Ratnapura, Kalutateegalle,

Galle, Matara andHambantota Although high daily rainfall (about 100 to more than 500 mn24n

hourg is the triggering factor of these mass movements, the availability of weak ground geological
conditions isnecessaryThe Precambrian banded and jointed (or fractured)-sedanentary landslide
generating rocks such as weathered gneisses and migmatites are predominantly present in the highland
terrain of Sri Lanka in association with quartzite, marble and oc&ite. The gneisses are susceptible

to sliding particularly when they develop into thick (10 tocn® or more) soil profiles containing high
amounts of slippery clajormeddue toweathering of minerals such as feldspar and mica on steep scarp
slopes omild dip slope®f Sri Lankan highlandsver a long periods of time

Landslides once developed can rendonmant andtable for very long periods of time. Such locations

are abundant in th&ri Lankan highlands and amecognized easily by characteristmmmocky
topography with loose colluvial soils associated frequently with irregular accumulations of water. These
colluvial sediments commonly occur as foothills on steep scarp slopes associated with irregular
drainage. Such old landslides can get reatdid due to disturbances caused by nature or man or both.

It has been noted thabme of the recent landslides the hill slopes of different districts of Sri Lanka

are due to reactivation of old landslides due to indiscriminate constructions.ol8dahdslides had

earlier regained a stable position (of equilibrium) with time due to overgrown vegetation and natural
sedimentary consolidation processes befaressquent disturbances. New @cent landslides also

occur onfreshrocks due to changingydrog e ol ogi cal / cl i mat ol ogi c condi

Kapila Dahanayake
ProfessoiEmeritus(Geology
University of Peradeniya
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WORKSHOPS, SHORT COURSES, SYMPOSIA, ETC.

Activity

Coordinator(s)
(Board of Study)

Date(s)

No. of
Participants

Workshop on Research Methods and Data Analys Dr.YP RD Yapa Jan. 2, 16 and3 25

using SPSS (Statistics and Computer Science

3 National Workshop on Scientific Writing Dr. N C Bandara Jan. 30 31 70
(PGIS)

55" Short Course on Glgind Applications Dr. Jagath Gunatilake Feb. 17- 22 29
(Earth Sciences)

1% National Workshop on Data Management, Analysis Dr. N C Bandara Feb. 20- 21 62

and Interpretation (PGIS)

16" Advanced Short Course on GIS and Applications  Dr. Jagath Gunatilake March 3- 8 20
(Earth Sciences)

4" National Workshop on Scientific Writing Dr. N C Bandara March 6- 7 77
(PGIS)

4" Regional Training Course dbisaster Resilient Prof. B S B Karunaratne March 17- 21 37

Leadership Dr. Jagath Gunatilake

Organized in collaboration witBMGF, TU, DRLA and .

ADPC* atEarls Regency Hotel (Barth Sciences)

56" Short Course on Gl®nd Applications Dr. Jagath Gunatilake March 31- 29
(Earth Sciences) April 5

57" Short Course on Gl@ind Applications Dr. Jagath Gunatilake April 21 - 26 26
(Earth Sciences)

17" Advanced Short Course on GIS and Applications  Dr. Jagath Gunatilake June 23 28 13
(Earth Sciences)

3 International Symposium on Water Quality and Dr. S Yatigammana June 27- 28 102

Human Health Mr. C Wijesundara

Organized in collaboration witlthe Faculty of Medicine, (Environmental Sence

University of Peradeniya, Institute of Fundamen

Studies, Sri Lanka, PLAN Sri Lanka, Internatior

Research Center, University of Peradeniya and

technical association with CAFET INNOVA Technic

Society, INDIA

5" Regional Training Course dbisaster Resilient Prof. B S BKarunaratne July 7- 11 35

Leadership Dr. Jagath Gunatilake

Organized in collaboration witBMGF, TU, DRLA and .

ADPC*, Bangkok, Thailand (Earth Sciences)

Workshopon Mushroom Production Technology Dr. M Daundasekara July 18 28
(Plant Sciences)

58" Short Course on Gl@ind Applications Dr. Jagath Gunatilake July 28- Aug 2 20
(Earth Sciences)

Short Course oS50 14001 Dr. Jagath Gunatilake Aug. 23- 24 143

Organized in collaboration with th@entre for
Environmental Stdies, University of Peradeniydthe
Department of Geology
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Event Coordinator(s) Date(s) No. of

(Board of Study) Participants
Short Course orlumanResource Management Dr. Jagath Gunatilake Aug. 30- 31 151
Organized in collaboration with ti@entre for (EarthSciences)
Environmental Stdies, University of Peradeniygand
conductecht the Department of Geology
Short Course oRluman ResoureaManagement Dr. Jagath Gunatilake Sep13-14 154
Organized in collaboration with ti@entre for Dr. S P Nissanka

Environmental Stdies, University of Peradeniyand

conductedht the Department of Geology (BarthSciences)

GIS Training Programmen Landscape Archaeology Dr.HM T G A Pitawala Oct 3,6-9 35
Dr. Jagath Gunatilake
(Earth Sciences)

PGIS Research Congress 2014 Organizing Committee Oct 10-11 264
Organized in collaboration witthe University Grants Prof. S R Kodituwakku
CommissionfUGC), International Research Center (Congress Coordinator)

(InRC), University of Peradeniya, Analytical Instruments pr R JK U Ranainga
Techno Instruments (Pvt) Lt@8itumix (Pvt) Ltd,P e o p | (Congress Secretgry
Bank and Bank of Ceylon

(PGIS)

SAARC Training Progr amme Dr Jagath Gunatilake Oct 13- 17 36

Assessmento (Earth Sciences)

Organized in collaboration witthe Disaster Management
Center (DMC) and SAARDOMC

Workshopon Plant Defense Dr. Malkanthi Daundasekari Oct 31 23
(Plant Sciences)

Advanced Course in Organic Chemistry Prof. U L B Jayasinghe Nov. 8 - May 18

(Chemical Sciences) 2015

Workshop for National Capacity Building diEarth Dr. Jagath Gundtike Nov. 18- 21 25
ObservatiornTechnologies for Flood Risk Mapping,

Modeling and Managemeint (Barth Sciences)

Organized in collaboration witthe International Water
Management InstitutdWWMI), United Nations Office for
Outer Space AffairffSUNOOSA) andDisaster Managemen
Centre (DMC)

59" Short Course on GI%ind Applications Dr. Jagath Gunatilake Dec1-6 19
(Earth Sciences)

5" National Workshop on Scientific Writing Dr. N C Bandara Dec 4-5 80
(PGIS)

Workshop on Electrochemical WafBreatment Dr. K G N Nanayakkara Dec 12 54

(Environmental Science)

Wor kshop on 6l ntell ect ual Dr.NSuranjithGama Dec 19 69
Organized in collaboration wittne National Intellectual Arachchige

Property Office of Sri Lanka (NIPO) (PGIS)

Exhibition on Disaster Resilient Leadership Prof. B S B Karunaratne Dec 26 ~30

Hambanthota (Earth Sciences)

Organized as an "sAonivérsary ofy
Tsunami 2004

Total 1674

* BMGF - Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, T ulane Univesity, DRLA - Disaster Resilienteadership
Academy and ADPC Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre
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M.Sc. DEGREE PROGRAMMES 2014/2015

M. Sc. Programme Board of No. of
(Date of S?uadry ° Coordinator(s) stqdents
commencement) registered
linical Biochemist

Clinica| Biochemistry Prof. R Sivakanesan (Dept. of Biochemistry, UPDN) 22
(30.8.2014) Biochemistry
Experimental g”dl Molecular  prof. J G S RanasinglBept. of Biochemistry, UPDN)
Biotechnology 10logy Dr. P Samaraweera (Dept. of Molecular Biology and 24
(12.7.2014) Biotechnology, UPDN)
Analytical Chemistr .

yH ISty Prof. M M A N NavaratngDept. of Chemistry, UPDN) 35
(3.5.2014)
Industrial Chemistry Dr. MY U GanehenegéDept. of Chemistry, UPDN) 12
(3.5.2014) Chemical Dr. C S KalpagéDept. of Chemical Engineering, UPDN

Sciences

Prof. R M G Rajapaks@®ept. of Chemistry, UPDN)

Nanoscience and . .
Dr. R G S C Rajapakg®ept. of Molecular Biology and

Nanotechnolo .
(3.5.2014) 9y Biotechnology UPDN) 30
h Dr. A C A JayasundergDept. of Chemistry, UPDN)
Environmental Science Environmental Dr. G W A R Fernando (Dept. of Physics, Open 21
(2.5.2014) Science University, Nawala)
Industrial Mathematics . Dr. M | M Ishak (Dept. oEngineeringMathematics
Mathematics ' 18
(3.5.2014) UPDN)
Medical Physics Dr.C P.C!ayalatIODept. of Phy5|c_sUPDN)_ _
Mr. A Dilip Kumara (Cancer Unit, Teaching Hospital, 16
(28.2.2014) ) e
Physics Karapitiya)
Physics of Materials .
yst ' Dr. L R A K BandargDept. of PhysicsJPDN) 35
(28.2.2014)
Medical Microbiolo Dr. C L AbayasekaréDept. of Botany, UBN
I ! 0logy Plant Sciences Y @ep ) y ) 29
(18.7.2014) Prof. V Thevanesan{Dept. of Microbioloy, UPDN)
Dr. W D Chandrasena (Science Education UnitDNIp
Dr. H M S P Madawala Weerasinghe (Dept. of Botany
Science Education Science UPDN) "
(16.2.2014) Education Dr. C V Hettiarachchi (Dept. of Chemistry, UPDN)
Dr. D M Samarathunga (Dept. of Mathematics, UPDN]
Dr. J P Liyanage (Dept. of Physi¢$PDN)
Computer Science .
(3.5.2014) Statistics and Prof. A A | PererdDept. of Mathematics, UPDN) 69
Aoolied Statist Computer
pphe atisties Science Dr. K Perera (Dept. of Engineering Mathematics, UPD 19
(12.7.2014)
Fish and Wildlife . . . - .
Mana Zoological Dr. E Rajapakha(Dept. of Veterinary Clinical Sciences,
gement . 11
Sciences UPDN)
(28.6.2014)
Total 352

UPDN - University of Peradeniya
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POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA PROGRAMMES 2014/2015

M.c. Programme
g Board of Study Coordinator No. of'students
(Date d commencement) registered
ScienceEducation ) . Dr. AR G A M Abeykoon Manike
Science Educatior ~ ) 36
(16.2.2014) (St. Josepho6s Bali k:

A VISIT BY A CAMBODIAN DELEGATION

A delegation fromthe Royal University of Phnom Penin Cambodiavisited the PGIS oi8" and 19
September 2014, tawuly the feasbility of corduding an M.Sc. programme in Disaster Management in
Cambodia. The delegatiotomprised of Dr. Sok Vanny\(ice Rector/Head of the DelegatjprDr. Yin

Soriya (Project Manager/Senior Leett), Dr. SeakSophat (DirectorDepartmentof Natural Resource
Management) and Miss. Doung Chanmettachampavieng (LectDiscuissionsvere heldwith Prof. Atula
Senaratne (Vic€hancellor, University of Peradeniya), Prof. H M D Namal Priyantha (Director, PGIS), Dr.
JagathGunatilake (Chairman, Board of Study in Earth Sciences) and Prof. B S B Karunaratne (Programme
Coordinator, M.Sc. in Disaster Management)

Ph.D. and M.Phil. DEGREES AWARDED in 2014

DegreeAwardess Titles of Theses

Ph.D. i Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

D R Liyanaarachchi Taxonomy ad distribution of hard ticks Xbdidae) in selected areas in Sri Lanka
and significace of the transmission of tiddorne diseases.

Supevisors: Prof. R P V J Rajapakse dbd P R M P Dilrukshi
Ph.D. i Chemical Sciences
W P S K Perera Effects of nanosilver application on physical, mechanical and antibacterial
properties of cotton fabrics
Supervisors: Prof. R M G Rajapakse aarbf. B M R Bandara
Ph.D. i Plant Sciences
R M U K Gunarathne Manilkara hexandraEcology ofthe species and its dieback in Bundala National

Park, Sri Lanka.
Supervisors: Dr. G A D Perera aRdof. G Seneviratne
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Ph.D. i Zoological Sciences

I | Hemachandra

Diversity, distribution and ecology of termitamorg selected vegetation types in
Kandy and Kiuckles regions.

Supervisors: Prof. J P Edimghe, Prof. C V S Gunatilleke abd. W A I P
Karunaratne

M.Phil. T Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

E A R | E Siriwardhana

H T W Weerakoon

D C R Wijetunge

M.Phil. T Chemical Sciences

P K D Chathuranga

D Bopitiya

N M Dissanayake

G M A UK Gannoruwa

M.Phil. T Earth Sciences

P G R N | Pussella

M.Phil. T Physics

W N S Rupasinghe

W J M JS R Jayasundar:

A study on Chronic KineyDisease of unknown etiology in édawachhiya
divisional secretariat of Northeédtral province of Sri Lanka.

Supervisors: Prof. R J Perera, Prof. R Sivakanesan &ndT Abeysekara

Chemical composition, clinical manifestations aediopathogenesis of
gallstones in a cohort of patients with gallstone disease.

Supervisors: Prof. R Sivakanesan dhid S Rosario

Development of a new strategy to detect protein glycation and assessment
protein glycatiorinhibitory potential of medicinal plants

Supervisor: Dr. H K | Perera

Uptake of heavy metals by ndining biomass and removal of metals by selectet
plant species

Supervisors: Dr. M C M IgbaProf.H M D N Priyantha andr. SS. Igbal

Compositional characteristics, antioxidant efficacy and oxidative stability of
dietary oils.

Supervisor Dr. T Madhuijith

Synthesis of covalently linked transition metacrocyclic complexes suitable for
reduction of water and small hazardous molecules like CO

Supervisor: DrM Y U Ganehenege

Development of an IR active photocatalyst based on silver oxide and titanium
dioxide nanocomposite

Supervisors: Prof. J M S Bandara and Prof. O A lleperuma

Assessment of the physical vulnerability of the coastal zone for the impacts of
natural disasters and climate changesase studyniNorth Westerncoastal belt,
Sri Lanka.

Supervisors: Dr. A A K Gunatilake, Dr. KR M U Bandard)rs.J A S Jayakody
andDr. J L Dammalage

Synthesis, characterization and applications of polyethylene oxide (PEO) t
nanacomposite polymer electrolytes and their applications insdyesitized
solar cells.

Supervisors: Prof. M A K L Bsanayake, Dr. G K R Senadeera BndV A
Senevirate

Effect of cationon the performance of dye sensitizedasaells with
polyacrylonitrilebased plasticized polymer electrolytes containing quaterne
ammonium iodides.

Supervisors: Dr. T M W Bandara, Dr. V A Seneviratne abd L R A K
Bandara
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M.Phil. i Plant Sciences

E M S Ekanayake Plant community ecology of Montane rain forests atHalugalaMAB reserve in
the Knuckles Massif, Sri Lanka.

Supervisors: Dr. G A Perera, Prof. G Senevirathne dd D S A Wijesundara

P Karunarathne Taxonomy and systematic studies on the geAfgimia Roxb. andAmomunRoxb.
of the family 4ngiberaceae in Sri Lanka.

Supervisors: Prof. D Yakandawala abd P Samaraweera

R Edirisinghe Occurrence of noituberculous mycobacteria aquatic sources of Sri Lanka,
efficacy of chlorination and irradiation for decontamination.

Supervisors: Dr. D R A Dissanayake abd. C L Abayasekera

A M M U Adikari Characterization and some probiotic propertieksaaftobacillusspp. from curd
( Meekirido aMedkiri@®) i n  Sri Lanka
Supervisors: Dr. J A M S Jayathilake, Dr. N B Pitigawa, Dr. J K Vidanarachchi
andDr. S P Kodithuwakku

M.Phil. 1 Statistics and Computer Science

S Shakeela Performance compaon ancenhancement of contebtised image retrieval
Supervisor: Prof. S R Kodituwakku

M.Phil. T Zoological Sciences
D M N J Dissanayake Faecal assay to determine the reproductive status of captive female Asian eleg
Supervisors: ProDennisSchmitt andProf. C V M Santiapillai

G B R R R Athurupana  Activity budget of captive Bian elephants
SupervisorsProf. Dennis Schmitt an@rof. C V M Santiapillai

YOUNG RESEARCHERSO6 HRARUM ( PGI

Young Researchersd For um (oFrmedearcherssegittened foropbstgraduata | (
studies at the PGIS, University of Peradeniya. The forum was establish2d05 at the seminar on
AfChall enges and Opportunities i nltiSameeatlbringingyoundRie s e a
researchertogetherto collaborateshare experiensand knowledge at the early stages of their career.

Executive Committee of YRF (2014/201%
(Committee was elected at the Annual General Meeting helddjune2014 at the PGIS auditorium.)

Patron: Prof. Namal Priyantha (Director, PGIS)
Senior Treasurer: Dr. Gehan Jayasooriya

President: Mr. Sarath Kumara

VicePresident: Mr. Sampath Wickramasooriya
Secretary: Ms. Shalini Rajakaruna

Junior Treasurer: Mr. Priyanga Dharmarathne

Committee members: Menaka Ariyarathne, Randika Lakmali, Chandramalika Peries,
Akalanka Galappaththi, Chathranga Senarath@bathuranga Kumarage,
Chathurika Aluwihare, Apsara Wijenayake, Nuwan Karunarathne
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Activities carried out in the year 261

YRF Career Development Workshop

YRF organized a career development workshop underth he me #fAResi | i €hatlengse s e ar
with Co n f i dvehere ae¥00 postgraduatstudentgarticipated It was held on 28January 2014 at the

PGIS auditorium.

Session Topic Speaker

Goal setting andachieving Prof. O. A. lleperuma
Management ofteess Mr. Sumana Rathnayake
Time management Mr. Lanka Rasanjana

Career development and productivii Prof. Savithri Kumar

YRF Personality Development Workshop

A workshopon Personality Developmenitas held on 23 February2014at the PGIS auditoriun©ver 70

Ph.D., M.Phil, M.Sc. and undergraduatgtudens attended the workshop. The workshogveredtwo

themes:How to make a CV¥ &nd How to face an iterview? .6The resource persomr. Indika

LiyanahewageManager of Human Resourc@gpartmenat Trelleborg (Pvt.) Ltdwith years okexperience
provided a broadview andtouched orpoints that students should be awafevhenprepaing acurriculum

vitaeandfacingan interview.

Colloquium Series
A monthly colloquiumseries was conducted generakopicsof importance toyoung researchers.

Topic Presenter and Affiliation Date
Chromatographyechniques andasnple Dr. Nigel Simpson March 21
preparation(SPE, Queches method) Busines®evelopmenManager

Agilent Technologies
Organized in collaboration witffechnolnstruments (PVT) Ltd.,

How to handle sess andmotion® Dr. Shavindra Dias August3l
Faculty of Medicine
University of Peradeniya

Know your Intellectual Propertyights Dr. Manjula Sandirigama SeptembeR7
Faculty of Engineering
University of Peradeniya

Importance of socialelationships Ms. Delia Shelton October24
University of Indiana, USA

Ei n st esdtony@rd hik revioletionary ideas in  Dr. Vincent Smith NovembeR4
Physics University of Bristol, UK

Launching of the Inaugural Issue of the YRF Magazine@SCISCITATOR 6

Young Researchers Forum (YRIgunched the inag ur a | i ssue ®cfsi t Amad dumeaga zi
2014. The magazinecluded 27refereedarticles coveringdisciplinesof Chemical sciences, Geological
sciences, Computer sciences, Plagiences, Environmental sciendgochemical sciences, Mathematical
sciences and uftidisciplinary areasThemagazine wapublished as a printed version and an online version
accessiblevia internet. Editorial Board consising of Prof. Ayanthi Navaatne (Department of Chemistry),
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Prof. Saluka R. Kodituwakku (Department of Statistics and Computer ScienceNalmn. Suranjith
(Depatment of Botany), M Chaminda Wijesundara (Department of Zoology) and Dr. Ad.
Dharmagunawardane (Department of Geologgyiewed the articles submittehe magazine targeat the
research and industrial community universities,research institugeand industry. The magazin&ims to
link the general scientific comumity and the youngesearcherdor the development of research based
knowledge in Sri Lanka. The magazine was distribtieethe academic staffindergradatestudens of the
Faculty of Sience andgostgraduate student$ the PGIS.For those interestedtopies of he magazia are
also availablat the Scienceibrary and PGISUniversity of Peradeniya.

YRF NIGHT 2014

As the final evenbft he YRF commi ttee 2013/ 2014, YR B Jumeg ani z
2014 with variousgroup activities, entertainment, games, etc. Launching of the inaugural issue of the YRF
magazineScisé t awae oné of the main events of the night. The future activities of the forum were also
discussed witlthe membersof academic staff present. Tidinner made a perfect mediator for interaction
betweerpostgraduatstudents and staff.

Community Service Project

Fund raising for the Kidney Protection Unit dhe Kandy Hospital wascarried outduring the Esala
Perahara2014.Donationscollectedfrom spectators of Esala PerahbsaY RF members participated in this
community service projeemounted to gaubstantial amount

Open Discussion on O6Applying for Graduate Studies
An open discussion was organized on the above top9" October 20140 make undergraduate students

aware ofpostgraduate opportunitieverseas and to give therdviceand i mport ant ti ps o
for postgraduate scholarshis. Dr . H. A. D h Br.r Udhearp IRanathuaga, h Bhashana

Yapa, Dr. Sumudu Raasinghe, Dr. Jilushi Dhamunpola and Dr. Shalika Kumburegama were the panelists
atthe discussion anolver 150 undergraduatgtudents took part in the event.

Membership Drive at NIFS

Committee members of YRF includirRyof. Namal Priyanth@PatronlYRF) visited theNationallnstitute of
Fundamental Studie@NIFS), Kandyon 26" November 2014and held a meeting with the postdjuate
researchers at the institufEhey were made aware thfe YRF activitiesandmembershimpplications were
distributed to those interestedA representative fronNIFS wasalso appointed tothe YRF Executive
Committee

ResearchFrontiers-Young Reseampchersé C

A two-day camp was organized for the young researchers at thed?@®' and 14" December 2014it
was a novel and valuable experience for the participahisacademic sessioraddressedhe following
topics

Sessionropic Speaker

Ethics and legal issues in research ~ Prof. H M D Namal Priyantha

Personal integrity as a graduate Mr. SarathWickramarathne

Presentation skills Dr. Udayana Ranathuga andMs. Shashi Ellawala
Managing references and sources Dr. Nalin Suranjith

Team work and managing conflicts  Dr. Gehan Jayasooriyand Dr. Nilmini Jayasena

Contact details: E mail: yrfpgis@gmail.com Website: http://www.pgis.Ik/yrf
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PGIS ACTIVITIES IN FOCUS

SHORT COURSES ON GIS AND APPLICATIONS

SHORT COURSE ON
GIS and i*s APPLICATIONS

o)

Pos -mv,uc STTum £ saif
avensgl yve -

et .

v SHORT COURSE ON
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Participants of the 56" Short Course Participants of the 57" Short Course (April 21 - 26,
(March 31 - April 5, 2014) 2014 during a field class

SHORT COURSE ON
Glzand =5 APZLICATION

«

Participants of the 57" Short Course (April 21 - 26, 2013 at Participants of the 17" Advanced Short Course
a field class (June 23- 28, 2014
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NATIONAL WORKSHOPS ON SCIENTIFIC WRITING

Participants of the 5" National Workshop on Scientific Writing (December 4- 5, 2014 during technical sessions

1°"NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON DATA MANAGEMENT, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

QN LS

Participants of the T National Workshop on Data Management, Analysis and Interpretation
held onFebruary 20 and 21, 2014
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4™ and 5" REGIONAL TRAINING COURSES ON DISASTER RESILIENT LEADERSHIP

Left: Participants during a technical sessiomf the 4"Regional Training Cour se on 6 [iesaadsetriesith i
from 17" to 21"March 2014 at the Earls Regency HotelRight: Participants of the 5"Regional Training Courseheld
from 7"to 11"July, 2014in Bangkok, Thailand

3"INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON WATER QUALITY AND HUMAN HEALTH

Participants at the inaugural session of the $International Symposium on Water Quality and Human Health held
onJune 27and 28, 2014

WORKSHOP ON MUSHROOM PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY

Left: Lighting of the traditional oil lamp at the inaugural session of theWorkshop on Mushroom Production
Technologyheld onJuly 18, 2014 Right: Participants of the workshop
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